June 20, 2026 ~ Noonto 6 PM
St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds

FREE FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT
UCACONLINE.ORG ~ FACEBOOK.COM/UCACSMC
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_ Building on the Promise of Freedom for All

Our theme resonates with the 250-year celebration of the founding of our
country and the issuance of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The
colonists sought independence and FREEDOM from the tyranny of Britain’s King.
The founding document, authored by Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John =~
Adams, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston was crafted by men who did — ~
not agree on many issues, including slavery. Adams and Sherman never owned /.,
_slaves but the other three did, at least at the time of writing the Declaration, so
we are left to wonder about the meaning and intention of the words:

/ * We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
,that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
.. that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

/
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Following are other significant historic moments that Promised Freedom:

e On April 16, 1862, Washington DC ended slavery and that day has since / e
been celebrated as Emancipation Day in the District. Many in Southern ... ...
Maryland were able to make it to Washington to gain their freedom.

S, 10 January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, Visid
affecting eleven of the twelve Confederate states. Many northern states also .
prohibited slavery.

e November 1, 1864, Maryland’s third constitution went into effect banning =~
slavery—in a very closely contested referendum 50.3% in favor and 49.7%
opposed.

~e On June 19, 1865, General Gordon Granger sailed into Galveston Harbor, s ) P
and seeing people still laboring in bondage, issued General Order No. 3
declaring “all slaves are free.”

e December 6 1865 the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution passed < ,
permanently ending slavery in the United States. A il

e June 19, 2021 Juneteenth becomes a Federal Holiday: Juneteenth National
Independence Day.

FREEDOM, as an all-encompassing unalienable Right, remains a hotly debated
and elusive reality for many Americans today. At Juneteenth, we celebrate the
Promise and pledge to continue to work towards its fulfillment for all Americans.




FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Nathaniel W. Lawrence, Sr.

22nd Annual Juneteenth Celebration

June 20, 2026
Greetings everyone!

As the President of the Unified Committee for Afro
American Contributions (UCAC), it is my honor to
welcome all to our 22nd annual Juneteenth
celebration. The theme for this year’s celebration is
Building on the Promise of Freedom for All. UCAC’s
mission is “to document, increase the understanding
of, and foster Afro American contributions to history

and development of St. Mary’s County, while
advocating for improvements in health, education,
and community building for all citizens of St. Mary’s
County.”

It is my hope that you will use this day to honor the
determination and triumph of Black Americans in the
face of enduring oppression and adversity. Let us
recognize the accomplishments of those who have
fought long and hard for civil rights and social justice
and acknowledge the work that we must continue to
do.

| I encourage everyone to visit the African American
monument at Elmer Brown Freedom Park, the United
States Colored Troops Memorial (USCT), and the
Interpretive Center in Lexington Park when you can. |
also strongly encourage young people who are
interested in our history to take time to visit our table
at the Fairgrounds to speak with some of our
members, and become a member. Today only, you can
win two tickets to a Jazz Concert, valued at $150, with
your new or renewal membership.

Thanks for joining UCAC on this very special day.
Blessings,

Nathaniel W. Lawrence, Sr.
President



JUNETEENTH EVENTS - CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
AUDITORIUM, TOLERANCE HALL,

and other locations as noted

12:00 to 6:00 Corn Hole at State Farm - Stephon Scriber Agency table
12:00 to 6:00 Looking Blackward Exhibit in Tolerance Hall
1:00 to 3:30 Horseback Riding in the field past the arena & main stage

1:00 to 5:00 Ongoing children’s activities including Painting, Drawing,
Color Books, Facepainting, Balloon Art in the Auditorium

3:00 to 4:00 Ms. Story Living History (see description inside)

SMALL PAVILLION
next to Tolerance Hall

1:00 and 2:00 D] Errol Wyatt - Keep On Stepping
Line Dancing with the Senior Centers’ Dancers

(audience participation is encouraged)




JUNETEENTH EVENTS - MAIN STAGE

12:00 Master of Ceremonies - Dr. Dereck Rovaris, Sr.
Presentation of the Colors - Great Mills High School Naval ROTC
Invocation - Gwendoline Bankins, SMCSO Chaplin
Pledge of Allegiance
National Anthem - Lisa Moore
Welcome - Nathaniel Lawrence, Sr. - President of UCAC
Remarks and Proclamations
The Juneteenth Story with Ms. Story

Elmer Brown Scholarships
Ava Spinney - Zaniyah Bush - Tatiana Williams

Presentations to Honorees - Nathaniel Lawrence, Sr.
Knights of St. Jerome - President Theodore Crafton, Jr.
Black Baseball Leagues - Clifton Fenwick
Black National Anthem - Lift Every Voice and Sing - Lisa Moore
1:30 Ni Dembaya African Drum & Dance Ensemble
3:00 Ms. Story Living History [in Tolerance Hall]
3:00 Get2Gether Band

4:30 Stone Pleasure Band




FROM THE EVENT DIRECTOR
Nathaniel Scroggins

Welcome to the 2026 Juneteenth Freedom Day
commemorating this historic occasion recognizing
freedom, resilience, and the enduring contributions
of African Americans. Our theme this year,
“Building on the Promise of Freedom for All”
captures the spirit 250 years ago when colonist
sought freedom from the King, the promise 160
years ago when people in bondage gained their
freedom, and our ongoing pursuit for our
“unalienable rights” today. Juneteenth marks a
defining moment—June 19, 1865—when enslaved
people in Galveston, Texas learned of their
emancipation. Juneteenth Freedom Day 2026 is a
celebration of our past journey—a meaningful way
to reflect on the many promises of freedom for
everyone. @

Today we will honor The Knights of St. Jerome
whose beneficial programs helped make a way for = Thank you to our sponsors, UCAC members,
freed people from late Reconstruction (1877) until ~ vendors, and community volunteers and
today, and the Black Baseball Leagues who brought  special thanks to St. Mary’s County Arts
communities together for fun and camaraderie, Council and the St. Mary’s County
during an era of harsh segregation and Jim Crow. Commissioners for making this day possible.

Join in our celebration of our African heritage and  It's not just about looking back at where the
African American culture and traditions with  country started but building forward on the
drums, dance, and music on our main stage; an  promise of freedom in our community. In a
award-winning exhibit in Tolerance Hall—Looking sense, we are seeing a collective reflection on
Blackward—with artifacts from the days of slavery = how the ideals of freedom continue to evolve
and segregation; and many other activities for all and how each generation can strengthen
ages. Kid’s activities will include tattoo painting, these ideals. This celebration should always
balloon art, crafts, games, and horseback rides. be a part of a continuing journey and is a
Meet many of the candidates for public office, seek  meaningful way to build on the concept of
guidance and learn from many non profits, find freedom for everyone.

items and services to purchase, participate in line

dancing, and relive history’s great stories of Black Nathaniel S croggind

Women with regional favorite Ms. Story. 2026 Juneteenth Committee Chair




MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Dereck J. Rovaris, Sr. PhD

In 2024, following an impactful 42-year
career, Dr. Rovaris retired from higher
education. His last full-time position began in
May of 2022 where he served as the inaugural
Vice President for Equity and Strategic
Initiatives at St. Mary’s College of Maryland.
Previously he was the Vice Provost for
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion and Chief
Diversity = Officer at Louisiana  State
University. Serving in that role from 2014-
2021, he was a principal advisor to the
president and provost as well as the campus
community on matters involving equity,
diversity, and inclusion.

Rovaris’ career in higher education included
25 years of service at Xavier University of
Louisiana where he directed several
nationally recognized student programs. He
has a number of publications on graduate
school placement and diversity as well as a
book on the legendary Dr. Benjamin
E. Mays. Dr. Rovaris has served as an
educational consultant, conducted
workshops, and been a featured speaker on
the local, national, and international level. In
2023 he received the W.E.B. DuBois Award for
higher education from the National Alliance
for Black School Educators and in 2025 he
received the Legacy Award for lifetime service
to higher education from the American
Association of Blacks in Higher Education
(AABHE). He has an impressive record of
community service including work with the
Archdiocese of New Orleans, Big Brother/Big
Sister, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., St Peter
Claver Catholic Churches (in New Orleans and
in St Inigoes, MD), and many others.
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He has served and continues to serve on a

variety of educational and non-profit boards
including the Board of the University of Holy
Cross, the Board of Notre Dame Seminary, the
Council of Fellows Board for the American
Council on Education, the Subcommittee on
Higher Education of 100 Black Men of America,
Inc., and from 2019-2022 he served as national
President for AABHE. He earned a Ph.D. in higher
education administration from the University of
[llinois, an M.A. in Guidance and Counseling from
Xavier University of LA, and a bachelor's degree
from the University of Kansas with a triple major
in Psychology; Human Development and Family
Life; and Crime and Delinquency Studies. This
son of New Orleans is happily married to Angela
and together they share six adult children and
their spouses, as well as twelve amazing
grandchildren.



Knights of St. Jerome
St. Inigoes Beneficial Society

First established by Father James Pye Neal, S.J. in 1877 under
the name of the St. Inigoes Beneficial Society, the Knights of St.
Jerome was the first mutual aid society established in
Southern Maryland and was the model for all other rural
beneficial societies established by the Jesuits in the late 19t
century. The first recorded activity of the Society was a festival
in 1878 attended by Archbishop Gibbons. The festival was a
grand occasion, bringing together more than three hundred
white and black citizens for a dinner following a formal
ceremony and an address by the Archbishop. Dinner was 50
cents for adults and 25 cents for children. The entertainment
included a tournament of knights in brightly colored costumes
who competed with sharp lances, tilting them at rings
suspended on posts.
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In 1880, the Society was reorganized as the Knights of Saint %

Jerome and undertook the building of a hall for their activities. CONSTITUTION *
They selected a site on the northwest corner of the y: BY-LAWS ’.
intersection of Trappe Road and Three Notch Road in S Y AND R )
Dameron, Maryland. They devoted all their free time to the 3
raising of the building and did all the work themselves from (it RULES OF ORDE &
felling the trees to drawing up the plans. 5 o e &
On September 30, 1885, on the Feast of St. Jerome, they held a *
festival to dedicate the completed hall. “At the appointed hour, KNIGHTS of 0
Mr. John Thomas Gant, the captain, marshaled the Knights . ¢
before the grandstand where the Society President, Mr. « ST' JERONIE ¢
Nicholas Biscoe, addressed them. Mr. Biscoe said that the 3 4
Order was a Roman Catholic one and that its objectives were & ¢
] ] ) OF ST. MARY'S COUN1Y, MD ,
mutual protection—to care for the widow and the orphan and 0 1 Hos b Visicss )
to bury the dead.” 3 Maryland p
In the same hall, almost 150 years later, Knights of St Jerome, G S B B B B B B B B .-

one of the oldest non-profit corporations in St. Mary's County,
carries on the mission of providing help to the needy in the
community. A part of that mission is to aid students in need
with financial support in their quest for higher education with E.
a scholarship program called "God Save The Children." UCAC
honors the Knights for building on the legacy of their
founders’ dedication to the wellbeing of their fellow citizens!

www.theknightsofstjerome.com/

[=]
I

Drawn from The Story of the Knights of Saint Jerome 1877-2002, by Father Michael Walsh, 2002



“... on Sundays my dad couldn’t wait to get

out of church, go home, and go to the BIaCk Baseba“ Leagues

ballgames.” —Herbert Hardy

In Southern Maryland

UCAC has recorded oral histories that reveal painful
truths of living in an unequal, segregated system, and
it is important to share those memories, but
recollections of that time include happy memories as
well. The history of Black baseball in Southern

. Maryland is one important
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memories for many.

Former players in the Black
Leagues, along with those
- who played before league
baseball, their  baseball

gt
MW forefathers, need to be
\ G LE \“ s E remembered, and recognized
not just for the powerful fun
of the sport of baseball but for the excitement and
loving memories they left with their family members
and friends who participated in these Sunday

Afternoon games in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s and even
into the 1990s.

‘, example of positive

)

= “The whole community was there .”

4 — Larry Thompson
PATUXENT SLUGBERS

“...taking tobacco sticks and hitting
stones to improve our batting.”

—Ron Clark
“It became [more] economically feasible to
play slow pitch ... All you need was a stencil
and a can of paint and you paint the name
on the t-shirt and you got a jersey for a slow
pitch team.” —samuel Taylor

UCAC honors all the Black baseball players who have shared with
us the wonderful memories of the many games that brought their
communities together to share abundant joy, love, and the
competitive spirit that made their lives better in a tough time.




“Where ServFETS Lnervthing'

7 Industrial Park Drive 38576 Brett Way
Waldorf, MD 20601 § B ) . _ Mechanicsville, MD 20659
Briscoe-Tonic Funeral Home continues to serve with dignity and

professionalism, honoring our motto, “Where Service is Everything.”
We thank our clients for allowing us to serve them and for their continued
confidence and trust in us.

iomg Tomi
Happy 22nd Fhnual
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dﬁpehalf of Briscoe-Tonic Funeral Home, it is an honor to join with the Unified Committee for Afro
» American Contributions (UCAC) to celebrate this memorable and historic day, Juneteenth, which ended one
. ofthe darkest chapters in U.S. history, slavery. It is a day for all of us to showcase our strength and spirit.

/ 1 Today,there is a lot of political turmoil and this holiday’s traditions are facing some new pressures and challenges,
% especially by those who are condemning efforts to teach Americans about the nation’s racial history, removing African
American artifacts from museums, dismantling diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) programs which is discriminating
- against blacks, redrawing election maps to eradicate majority black districts and deny blacks representation in Congress,
id on. However, we must not be deterred, continue to VOTE, move ahead and continue to achieve greater
We must continue to celebrate all that Juneteenth teaches us about our country’s greatness.

BRISCOE-TONICFUNERALHOME.COM l 301-632-6624

Enterprises of Maryland, Inc.




OUR SPONSORS
Juneteenth Freedom Day 2026

SIGNATURE EVENT SPONSOR

.
: : ST. MARY'S
Minority gutreach — COUNTY
Coalition )
COUNCIL

PLATINUM SPONSORS

gSO‘N(!A[!&Lg I!\l! [\E & StateFarm pessament oe counence. MAryland state arts council
<JFM A R v L A N D Stephon Scriber' Agent * SOUTHERN MARYLAND

FOLKLIFE
CENTER

NEWS
STMARY’S (kaR d
= COLLEGE of MARYLAND T
MedStar Health i Nt i o Gl [) THE
CH

ERRY COVE
SILVER SPONSORS GROUP

N _]-!
x dl HISTORIC &=~— W |
ST. MARY'’S CITY wor M y
hmm ¥
COLLEGE of
2 | SOUTHERN
44 &>/ MARYLAND

GOLD SPONSORS

Nl Al A
Southem Maryland Electric Cooperative

I

Shore
United

Bank

for Maryland

By Autbosty. Foans of Chuck Borges, David Hi, Taausec

The :
ST. MARY'S COUNTY
Thompson Family BRONZE SPONSORS (‘ HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Corporation
BALDWIN BRISCOE JATI?BMOE A Printing Press, Inc. ﬁﬁESBgﬁl
N f’:[u Copy * Print » Design
STEINMETZ &"OH Rl FOR COMMISSIONER
Southern Maryland's Premier Law Firm HI f TIME FOR CHANGE
MIKE " _ SIGNS & GRAPHICS - BRIANd
M%.z Briscoe-Tonic al
Funeral Home, P.A. ﬁt CONGRESS
------------------------ e —— — N Manfand 5th Disrct
“Where Service is Everything Aty 1n Bk e Sy s s b, s

CEDARPOINT DYSON
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION. = e BUILDING CENTER
CEDAng;};f; Steve

@ﬂﬂﬂ]ﬂ&ﬂﬁ[ﬂ% LANE Community” HALL Vo CARL

STURGIS
NAACP. Rotary qe.,,

SHERIFF
St. Mary'’s County Branch #7025 LeXIngton Park Prevd
UCAC is grateful for the support of our sponsors, volunteers, and attendees—Thank You!

Please support our sponsors!




Main Stage 3:00 PM
GET2GETHER BAND

Many call the GET2GETHER BAND the
ultimate party band bringing a rich blend of
smooth jazz, R&B, and funk to the main stage at
3:30 PM. We hope their dynamic performance
will captivate our audience and create a soulful
and energetic vibe for all to enjoy.

From touring to studio recording and local
performances, GET2GETHER BAND is no
stranger to the stage. They have an average of
25 years each of professional music experience,
and an extensive repertoire in a wide variety of
music genres. Get ready to dance, sing along,
and groove to the infectious rhythms of
GET2GETHER BAND.

STONE PLEASURE BAND

Main Stage 4:30 PM

Known for their energetic style Stone
Pleasure Band is popular in Southern
Maryland and performs throughout the
DMV.

Their Southern Soul, blues, and classic
R&B will anchor our Juneteenth
Celebration on the main stage at 4:30
PM. Wind down your day and get up
and move with the sweet sound of
Stone Pleasure Band.
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Ni Dembaya African Drum & Dance Ensemble

Main Stage
1:30 PM

Ni Dembaya African Drum & Dance
Ensemble is a performance group, started in
Washington, DC, founded by Yuma "Docta
Yew" Bellomee and "Bobo" Earl Rahjae
Bellomee, that has grown to include many
members both local and abroad. Ni
Dembaya's directors have devoted much
time to the study of music, dance, artistry
and traditions from various areas
throughout the African continent and
diaspora to share for cultural, social, &
historical awareness.

feo

Ni Dembaya's mission is to present
traditional & modern rhythms, songs, and
dances from African people worldwide as a
tool to educate, inspire, uplift, promote
wellness, empower, and connect people all
over, especially those of African descent.




VOTE BRANDON
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FOR COMMISSIONER

TIME FOR CHANGE
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Ms. Story’s Living History

. 3 PM in Tolerance Hall
Shemika Renée

Shemika Renée is a costumer and award-winning actress and make-up artist. Her awards
include multiple WATCH Awards and Enginuity Film Festival and Clifton Film Celebration
awards. She has performed on many stages throughout the DMV including Newtowne
Players and Port Tobacco Players here in SoMD. For 20 years she has performed at DMV
schools bringing historical figures to life. In 2019, she portrayed Harriet Tubman at the
Capitol Building in honor of Harriet Tubman Day, sponsored by former Vice President
Kamala Harris. Shemika Renée first performed “Ms. Story’s Living History” in 2019 at the
Black Box Theatre in Indian Head. She brought the show back in 2024 performing at Port
Tobacco Players and Greenbelt Arts Center. This is her third year performing for UCAC’s
Juneteenth celebration!

“Thank you all for joining me on this Journey to Freedom. I hope you leave educated,
entertained and encouraged. [ consider it an honor to be chosen to tell stories of
women who walked before us. Though history is full of hard stories, it is important to
tell them. I have portrayed enslaved women because I want to honor that they lived. |
have the privilege to take the costume off, they had to live it. The accomplishments of
those who are descended from enslaved people cannot be truly celebrated without
understanding and recognizing how they came to be in this country. Their stories are
finished; you can continue growing and learning, for your story is still in progress.”
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A Legacy of Faith, Heritage, and Heart:

UCAC Salutes Reverend Irvin Beverly

“Let all that you do be done in love.” — 1 Corinthians 16:14

UCAC’s Oral History Documentation Project was launched in 1996
and has collected more than 100 interviews with the goal of cele-
brating the contributions of African Americans to the development
of St. Mary’s County. Every even-numbered
month, UCAC features on our website one of our

oral history stories. The Honorable Reverend Irvin
Eugene Beverly Sr. is featured this month. See
https: //www.ucaconline.org/beverlyirvin2025

“It just seemed like everywhere | went there was something that touched
people's hearts, that made them accept me as being in a place that |
ought not be, doing something | ought not have the ability to do. And
that's just the way my life has been.” — Irvin Beverly, March 2025

UNIFIED COMMITTEE FOR AFRO-AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS
Post Office Box 1457, Lexington Park MD 20653
www.UCAConline.org



https://www.ucaconline.org/beverlyirvin2025

Looking Blackward Exhibit

The Looking Blackward exhibit is part of a 3,100
piece private Black history collection. The exhibit is
presented as an educational tool designed to show the
extraordinarily adverse circumstances faced by enslaved
Africans, and the openly oppressive conditions faced by

PLICDIINING . Black Americans after emancipation. An understanding of

HITE'S ONLY

these conditions allows one to more fully comprehend,
appreciate, and celebrate the remarkable transformation,

triumph, and resilience of people who contributed to the
whole of American history.

Everything you see here is authentic and original
to the period it represents. The collection has not
been sanitized or edited for contemporary
political  correctness or for emotional
comfort. This display, or portions thereof, and
additional material is available for exhibit at your
church, organization, school, or Black History
event for no fee.

while working as a pilot for American Airlines. In January 2026, Johnson was
selected for inclusion in Marquis Who's Who for having distinguished
himself as a leading expert in Black memorabilia and artifacts.

This material is presented as a historical record. It contains language, attitudes, and depictions
that may be offensive or objectionable to modern audiences. We provide this content for
educational/historical purposes and do not condone the views expressed therein.

Visit Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/p/Black-History-Exhibit-100067689004519/
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= "\ NOON-6PM WI N

TWO TICKETS

TICKEIS $75
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Get Tickets

SR ) /
WWW.JAZZINTHECOUNTRY.COM  WWW.CORTEAUVINEYARDS.COM

Just $25 a year...

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY, June 20, 2026 and
RECEIVE TWO CHANCES TO WIN TWO TICKETS TO A JAZZ CONCERT!

Tickets valued up to $150. Not refundable. Tickets cannot be

sold. Winner must present the tickets at the entry gate.

Winners will be drawn and announced on June 24. You must
purchase your membership or renewal on June 20, 2026
either at the Juneteenth Festival or online on our website:

www.UCAConline.org




BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM
Lift Every Voice and Sing

by J. RosamondJoehnson and James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing,

'Til earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the list'ning skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on 'til victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,

'Til now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand,

True to our God,

True to our native land.




CSMis
proud to
sponsor the
Juneteenth
Freedom Day
Festival!

Celebrate Freedom.
Explore Your Future. | | s 4=

&Y/
The College of Southern Maryland (CSM) is your § = { ‘""’ . L
community college. No matter where you are in life, our y t
supportive faculty and staff will help you achieve your
academic, professional, and personal goals.

Programs for Every Stage of Life \ / "
/

¢ 100+ Educational Programs
From workforce training certificates to associate Ct
degrees, and transfer options to colleges in Maryland,
Virginia, and beyond

¢ Youth and Enrichment Opportunities
Kids’ & Teen College, homeschool, and personal
enrichment programs

e Comprehensive Student Support
Tutoring, advising, career services, veteran support,
counseling, and more

e Scholarships
More than $900,000 awarded annually by the
CSM Foundation

CSM drives regional growth and empowers
tomorrow’s leaders through education, training,
and community partnerships.

\
AN COLLEGE of Your Pathway

E SOUTHERN to Possibility.
‘.’ MARYLA-N D Learn more at csmd.edu




ADAMs MutTiMEDIA

Community Stories * Marketing Solutions

WeAre Your
Local News
Connection
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Stacy Moreland
Director of Sales

. smoreland@chespub.com

The market will have total growth of
5% to 14.2% in the first month. Experts




Our Community.

Shore United Bank is a full-service community bank with a rich history dating to 1876. We're

all about caring for our communities and sharing with those who are doing great things.

Shore
Visit ShoreUnitedBank.com Unlted

or stop by your local branch to connect with us! Bank

ShoreUnitedBank.com | 877-758-1600 FDIC @@o@




NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA




HISTORIC &—+—
ST. MARY'’S CITY

is a proud sponsor of
UCAC Juneteenth
celebration

HSMCdigsHistory.org
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Honoring 250 Years of America
and our continuing journey to Freedom

As our nation celebrates 250 years
of independence from British
rule, we reflect on a deeper

truth: freedom was not

equally promised to all.

For African Americans,

the road to liberty has

never been simple. Yet

through every generation,

we have endured, risen, and

built hope where none was given.

We have always found strength in what sustains us
most—our families, our faith, and our communities.

Juneteenth is more than a celebration of emancipation.
It is a celebration of perseverance. A reminder that
even in the face of injustice, we continue to create joy,
opportunity, culture, and legacy.

Thompson Family Corporation joins UCAC
as we celebrate Juneteenth

BUILDING CENTER
The Quality Difference

20375 Point Lookout Road, Great Mills
301-994-9000 / Open Mon-Sat 7-5
www.dysonbuildingcenter.com

6-ACRE LUMBER YARD
12,000-SQ.FT. STORE
100% SOLAR POWERED

We honor those who came before
us by continuing the

work they began: lifting

one another, teaching

our children, protecting

our history, and building

a future rooted in unity

and purpose.

Sog,
(5%
0,

Oy, %

D5

As we commemorate this
historic milestone in our
country’s story, we also
celebrate the unshakable spirit of a people who
never stopped believing in freedom—even when
freedom did not fully believe in them.

0 Nk il

A legacy of resilience. A community of strength.
A future of promise
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-Specialty Hardwoods

-Western Cedar Lumber

-Paints & Stains
-Marine Supplies

2 -Lumber & Plywood
-Stainless Steel &

Galvanized Fasteners

-Electrical
-Concrete & Block
-Pier & Dock Lumber
-Plumbing Supplies
-Lawn & Garden
-Duplicating Keys
-Power Tools
-Crabbing Supplies
-Hand Tools

Open since 1954, Dysons is one of the oldest

family owned and operated Hardware Stores
in St. Mary’s County!

-Special Orders
-And So Much More!




Annual Membership $25

Life Membership $500

The Unified Committee for Afro-American
Contributions is a membership supported nonprofit.
Your donations and dues are what keeps us running.
We are sincerely grateful for your support. Please JOIN
TODAY'!

Payment can be made online via the QR code above,
in person at our welcome table, or you can mail a check
payable to “UCAC” to PO Box 1457, Lexington Park, MD
20653.

For more information visit our website or email us

at admin@ucaconline.org

www.UCAConline.org



THE JUNETEENTH STORY

Looking back to move forward!

Juneteenth is a National holiday commemorating the
end of slavery in the United States. Sometimes called
Freedom Dayj, it is celebrated on June 19, the anniversary
of the day in 1865 when Major General Gordon Granger
brought the news of the Emancipation Proclamation to
the enslaved people of Galveston, Texas.

Although the Emancipation Proclamation came 2%
years earlier on January 1, 1863, many continued to hold
enslaved Black people captive after the announcement,
and Juneteenth became a symbolic date representing
freedom for all enslaved African-Americans. Juneteenth
became a federal holiday on June 17, 2021.

People enslaved in Maryland were officially freed by
a new State Constitution effective November 1,
1864. The enslaved men, women and children of
Kentucky and Delaware were not freed until the passing
of the 13th Amendment in December, 1865, over 6
months after Juneteenth. Delaware was one of the last
states to ratify the Amendment (1901) and Mississippi,
in 2013, the very last to ratify it.

Juneteenth is a day for all Americans to come
together to reflect on our past as a nation and celebrate
the contributions of African Americans and the Black
cultural traditions that have contributed to the richly
diverse American culture we all share.

GENERAL ORDERS, )
No. 3. {

Photo above courtesy Library of Congress;
below courtesy Galveston Historical Foundation.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF TEXAS,
Galveston, Tex., June 19, 1865,

The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a procla-
mation from the lixecutive of the United States, all slaves are free.

This involves an absolute equality of personal rights and rights of
property between former masters and slaves, and the connection here-
tofore existing between them becomes that between employer and hired

labor. The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present
homes and work for wages. They are informed that they will not be
allowed to collect at military posts and that they will not be supported
in idleness either there or elsewhere,

By order of Major-General Granger:

F. W. EMERY,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General,



edStar Health

Leadership
Is about
making a

difference.

Proud supporter of
Unified Committee for
Afro-American Contributions

MedStarHealth.org




CONGRATULATIONS UCAC!

IN THE JUNE 23RD DEMOCRATIC
PRIMARY, VOTE

for Congress

X f [© @QuincyForMDO5 = info@quincyforcongress.com

To learn more, volunteer, or donate, visit:

www.quincyforcongress.com
or call: (443) 741-0604

PAID FOR BY QUINCY BAREEBE FOR CONGRESS

WE ARE HONORED TO

CELEBRATE THIS SPECIAL
DAY WITH YOU.

IN CONGRESS, QUINCY
WILL FIGHT TO:

Reduce inflation by enacting
legislation that targets major
sources of rising prices

Protect home ownership by
providing foreclosure assistance and
counseling to homeowners in distress

Protect healthcare access and safeguard
Medicare and Social Security

Invest in education through universal pre-K, debt-free
community college, and career training

Modernize infrastructure and protect the
Chesapeake Bay to ease commutes and grow tourism

Support small businesses and farms with tax relief,
land protections, and urban agriculture grants

Keep Pax River and Indian Head bases open to
support military readiness and local jobs

Protect federal workers’ jobs from harmful budget cuts
and government shutdowns
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V2 Printing Press, Inc.
AR Copy * Print  Design

41690 COURTHOUSE DRIVE « LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND 20650
FAST, CONVENIENT & LOCAL SINCE 1978

%
:

N

BUSINESS CARDS PROGRAMS CATALOGS
BROCHURES RACK CARDS PUBLICATIONS
POSTERS FOLDERS BANNERS
SIGNAGE POST CARDS DIRECT MAILING
REPORTS PLAQUES PACK OUT CARDS

TRAINING MANUALS LOGISTIC MANUALS OPERATOR CARDS
-~ CUSTOM DESIGNED WEDDING INVITATIONS -

— NEW STATE OF THE ART LARGE FORMAT EQUIPMENT -

Visit our webpage: printingpressinc.com
PLACE ORDERS * GET A QUOTE * PAY ABILL

We’re still available over the phone: 301-475-5531
or by email: orders@printingpressinc.com
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Q» HEALTH DEPARTMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT SMCHD.ORG E*"

-
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CEDAR POINT

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION e

BUILD MORE. GROW
MORE. DO MORE.

Business Solutions Designed For You.

Your business isn't one-size-fits-all, your
banking shouldn’t be either. With flexible
accounts, lending options, and personalized
service, we're here to help you reach your
next milestone.

301-863-7071 | cpfcu.com

Stay connected for tips, updates, and tools
to help your business grow.

@00




Lexington Park .
22335 Exploration Drlve -l
Ste. 2030 Wi "
Lexmgton Park, MD 20653 L
- 301- 862 4400 {
et G ~‘r. 7

N
e

DATE
Saturday, October 10, 2026

TIME
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

VENUE
Bay District Fire Department

&i i L) Social Hall
WE RISE -
OG ETHER/*

TO PROTECT OUR DEMOCRACY - I= - ADRIENNE
CELEBRATING OUR g /48 SOMERVILLE

80t ANNIVERSARY

Freedom Fund2
Jazz & R&B Brunch ©

Join us as we celebrate 80 years of civil

w y , © rights advocacy and honor community
We Rise Together to Protect Our Democracy members who have invested.in the

80TH ANNIVERSARY & COMMUNITY LEADERS RECOGNITION betterment of St. Mary’s County.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Andrea Bowman, 3rd Vice President
301-481-2753 | ab58naacp@gmail.com

NAACP BRANCH #7025 e ST. MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND
UNITY. JUSTICE. EQUALITY. THE WORK CONTINUES,
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Restoring oyster habitat is just E
one way we improve our

waterways. Our members make ST. MARY'S RWER

y ; Watershed Association
our work possible. Join us today — E T
WWW. .org

The Officers and Members of

.V - : ™ A *
o X Jidelity Chapter #60
‘i' w— Wishes the Unified Committee for

Smith & Son Afro-American Contributions a
www smithsrepair.com successful and harmonious 22"
Juneteenth Celebration!

Phone: 301.994.1566 20172 Piney Point Road
Fax: 301.994.9671 Callaway , MD 20620

Customersupport@smithsrepair.com

Mobile: 410.708.1856
Office: 888.860.7369

kim@kimberlypagehomes.com

www.kimberlypagehomes.com

May God continue to Strengthen
8115 Maple Lawn Blvd. #350

2 Fulton, MD 20759 and Bless your endeavors!
KIMB%RLY PAGE A
gl | B & eX P Worthy Matron Catherine Blackwell

REALTY

WHERE MARYLAND ROOTS BLOSSOM
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e HUD Rental Assistance Contact us at:
e 24/7 Reception Desk 22680 Cedar Lane Court 3
Leonardtown, MD 20650 CEDAR Senior

General Store

301-475-8966 [LANE com mwuly

marketing@cedar-lane.org
www.cedar-lane.org

On-Site Maintenance
Pet Friendly

Housing You Can Afford. A Community You Will Love.

“sTU RGIS

SHERIFF

Known for Practicing an Outstanding Effective
and

Elite Community Policing Strategy
Respectful But Firm

Authority: Sturgis for Sheriff, Treasurer Gloria Sturgis




As your State Senate candidate,
Chuck Borges is honored to support the
Juneteenth Freedom Day celebration!

Chuck Borges
State Senate District 29

Chuck is committed to Southern Maryland.

that reach beyond the status quo
of retail or aerospace engineering

Job Opportunities

to address the rising cost of living and
the shortage of working class homes

. to reduce challenges like child
@ Famlly SLPR ot care costs and health care access

@ Housing Solutions

Find Chuck online to learn more
and see his events calendar!

By authority: Friends of Chuck Borges. David Hill, Treasurer
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Rotary is a global network of clubs with 1.4 million
members — neighbors, friends, leaders, and
problem-solvers just like you!

TOGETHER, WE ARE Rota ry
PEOPLE orACTION Club of Lexington Park

LEARN MORE AT info@rotarylp.org
ROTARY.ORG/JOIN
p;c;v """ ( ol o
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Design. Fabrication. Installation.

Setting the Standard
in Business Signage

. . Leading the Way in
M Excellence and Innovation

District 1
Commissioner Candidate 43935 Commerce Avenue
Hollywood, Maryland 20636

Email: SMilburn4STM@gmail.com

Mail: Friends of Sheila Milburn P.O. Box 193
Lexington Park MD 20653

Website: https://www.smilburn4stm.com www.hilltopsignsmd.com

sales@hilltopsignsmd.com



Saving, Made Simple

The amount of energy you use changes
from day to day based on the weather
and your household activities.

Use SMECO's online Account Manager.

* Track energy use and get savings tips

e Forecast your bill and make payments
» Get weekly email updates

Avoid surprises and take steps to save.

- / /
SMECO.coop/
AccountMana




INDEPENDENT -
LOCAL NEWS
COVERAGE IS

Since 2006, the County Times has brought you 100%
local reporting you can trust. Find us on newstands = 2SS © Sl
and online at

Eounty Mlimes

ST. MARY'S « CALVERT

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated
Beta Alpha Beta Zeta Chapter

St. Mary’s County, Maryland




Congratulations to the UCAC on
another successful Juneteenth
Freedom Day Celebration!

Thank you to all who worked so hard

to make this 22" annual event possible!

from

Commissioner Eric Colvin

ERIC ‘/

for Commissioner
WWW. Votqu:!\g.!g&‘“ggm

Authority: Voters for Eric Colvin, Nick Colvin Treasurer




5/’ 17
e/ SAM | 2PM 25
REGISTER @ PARTICIPATE @

smn ME CHRIST EMBASSY LEXINGTON PARK
hitps://healingstreams.tv/reg/US1I1 oot g Mo dsehonnsg

Contact us: +1240 237 8378 | celpk.grace@gmail.com

“KEEP ON STEPPIN”

UCAC welcomes the “KEEP ON STEPPIN” Line Dancers
from the St. Mary’s County Senior Centers
featuring DJ Errol Wyatt

These St. Mary’s seniors gather weekly for line dancing at the three county senior centers: Garvey (Mondays
12:30-1:30pm) 41780 Baldridge Street, Leonardtown, MD 20650, Loeffler (Wednesdays, 11am—12pm) 21905
Chancellors Run Rd, Great Mills, MD 20634 and Northern (Fridays, , :

1-2pm) 29655 Charlotte Hall Rd, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622. - :-&-.:..; =%

See them perform on June 20th in 2 sessions at the Freedom Day/ o AN E’ 2 ;‘ t |liﬂ'
Juneteenth celebration at the St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds or stop - ! 2 . ar
by to watch or join them in action at the above senior centers. =

Whether you're a fan of lively music, enjoy watching energetic o
performances, or simply want to support your local community, witnessing these seniors on the dance floor is a
treat. Their commitment to staying healthy, active and connected shines through every step, offering both
inspiration and entertainment for all ages.

This dynamic group of seniors engages in both dance and social interaction. The "Keep on Stepping" theme
encourages physical activity in harmony with musical rhythms and facilitates exercise. The music selection
spans multiple generations, making it accessible and enjoyable to a diverse audience.



HOUSE OF DELEGATES - DISTRICT 29B

BJ Hall

Christian Man ,
West Point Graduate and US A rmy Veteran
Proud Father

Project Manager at NAS Patuxent River
Former President, NAACP St. Mary’s County
Youth Mentor and Community Advocate

Qe 240-844-2558 Eﬁ?@
_| =

e bj.hall@bjssmc. ()mmu()su[l com -
5 hitps:/www.bj4smc.org/ &

‘\

carly Voting Begins: June 11, 2026 ...,_
Election Day: June 23, 2026
ectio y: June 23, 2026 E.-_.'.L

PEOPLE OVER POLITICS

% CELEBRATING OUR FREEDOM.
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Juneteenth reminds us of the journey,
the resilience, and the power of unity.
Today, we celebrate freedom
and the promise of a brlghter tomorrow AN
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+7APY / unelees ,V/Z

il 7 /f
YOUR NEXT ORDER!

ONE TIME USE. NOT VALID WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 7/31/2026.

21797 N. CORAL DR., " ™
LEXINGTON PARK. MD 20653 @ 240-808-1168 ‘ @ WWW.THEFLASHBACKMD.COM ( THEFLASHBACKGRILLANDDINER

* % PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY »~ *



STMARY’S

COLLEGE of MARYLAND

HONORS | forall

(22772277224

St. Mary's College of Maryland is #2 in the U.S. for Making an Impact (Public Colleges)*, a TOP 5
PUBLIC LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE (USN&WR, 2026) and Top 50 Best Value College*. Discover your
talents through our LEAD curriculum (Learning through Experiential and Applied Discovery) that
combines hands-on opportunities with our nationally recognized liberal arts and sciences curriculum to
prepare students for graduate and professional school, research or the workforce.

“St. Mary's College offers students
a chance for an exceptional
honors academic experience :
comparable to esteemed private [ & | COLLEGES =
liberal arts colleges with the 5 )
advantages of public college
access and affordability.”

RHONDA ILLIPS, PH.D., FAICP

The Commemorative to Enslaved Peoples of Southern
Maryland is an immersive art experience that honors the

story of resilience and persistence that defined the lives of
the enslaved individuals that once lived in St. Mary's City.
(47777 Mattapany Road)

LEARN MORE:
WWW.SMCM.EDU/ALL
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The Y brings people together, nurturing the potential of kids,
improving health and well-being, and giving back and supporting
our neighbors

JOIN THE ST. MARY'S FAMILY YMCA AND
BECOME A FOUNDING MEMBER!
e DON'T WAIT! Time is running out to become a
FOUNDING MEMBER of the first YMCA in Southern Maryland!
e Up to 30 fitness classes a week and FREE Stay N Play for the kids!
e MEMBERSHIP FOR ALL! Through our Annual Campaign we offer
scholarships and outreach programming--ensuring no one is ever
turned away!

There’s truly no place like this place—become a member
today and experience it for yourself.

YMCA of the Chesapeake

For More Information:

Call 443.521.2811 or email: jlehn@ymcachesapeake.org
www.ymcachesapeake.org




The Commissioners of
St. Mary's County extend a
heartfelt and enthusiastic
congratulations to the Unified
Committee for Afro-American
Contributions for the 2026
Juneteenth Celebration!
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Commissioners, pictured from left to right:
Michael L. Hewitt, District 2
Eric Colvin, District 1
James R. Guy, President
Mike Alderson, Jr., District 3
Scott R. Ostrow, District 4

N stmaryscountymd.gov/csmc




"Freedom is meaningless

M.ARYI.;\Iﬁ]‘;S BJEST BBQ - if people cannot put food
RIBS * CHICKEN * PULLED PORK = in their stomachs..."

Slow-smoked flavor that speaks for itself.
Perfect for festivals, parties, and community events.

Follow us: @dfreshsmoke
443-540-5219 DFRESH SMOKE Combating Food Insecurity

>>Soup Kitchen serves two meals daily

— Nelson Mandela

>>Family in Food Crisis
>>Summer Shine Dinners
JOYWAY ENTERPRISES >>Feed The Families

www.amway.com/myshop/joywayenterprises
Wayne/Joyce Blackwell

Joyway4@gmail.com . "

301-302-1460/856-842-2667 >>Qperation No Starvation

Amway-affiliated Independent Business Owner

JE
ﬁ,
ool

>>Building Bridges

15

St. Mary’s Caring Soup Kitchen

20331 Point Lookout Road
Great Mills, MD 20634

www.stmaryscaring.org

:j .Perfectlon D ’ §a !

QUALITY, INNOVATIONS DESIGN, SERVICE

[=]
]
o

Celebratmgthe 22nd Annual Juneteenthl ?
Featuring

Seafood Baked Potato
Fish & Chips
Shrimp
s Cole Slaw
Choice Hush Puppies
Drinks
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Best wishes to the Unified Committee for
Afro-American Contributions on the
22"? Annual Juneteenth Event
“Building on the Promise of Freedom For All”

“St. Mary’s County
is my home,

ADRIANNE

MATHIS

FOR DELEGATE | DISTRICT 29B
ADVOCACY. ACTION. ACCOUNTABILITY.

uw .
Authorized by Friends of Adrianne Mathis | Anne Marie Dailey, Treasurer M a t h IS F o] § M D .com



PROVEN LOCAL LEADERSHIP

PUBLIC LEADERSHIP TOM JARBOE

+/ SERVED AS DISTRICT 1 COMMISSIONER, 2014-2018 o FORST.MARY'S COUNTY e
+/ PRIORITIZED INFRASTRUCTURE & RESPONSIBLE GROWTH
BUSINESS AND DEFENSE COMMISSIONER
E , PRESIDENT
 FORMER CHAIR OF THE ST. MARY’S CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

v/ BRINGS DECADES OF DEFENSE EXPERIENCE TO LEONARDTOWN () TOM JARBOE FOR ST. MARY'S
@ JARBOEFORSMC.COM

COMMUNITY SERVANT
Vv FOUNDER OF LEADERSHIP SOUTHERN MARYLAND
v/ SERVED AS A RESCUE LIEUTENANT AT VALLEY LEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

m VETERAN'S ADVOCATE
v COUNSELOR AT THE WOUNDED WARRIOR PROGRAM
v/ TEACHES VETERANS HOW TO START THEIR OWN BUSINESSES
VISION FOR INNOVATION

v/ ADVOCATE FOR RESPONSIBLE GROWTH TARGETED ON DEFENSE
v/ BUILD MORE PLANES, LESS GAS STATIONS

Commissioner T
Mike Alderson Jr. SIGN I . I I ION
! = ; .
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MIKIE

ALDERSON

COMMISSIONER




o StateFarm-

Scriber Ins and Fin Svcs, Inc

Stephon M. Scriber, Agent

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

202-234-5555
301-534-2222

stephon@scriberagency.com
www.ScriberAgency.com

stand
together

We are committed to helping build safer, stronger
communities and embrace the responsibility to work
with others to make the world around us better.

— o StateFarmr




THE

CHERRY COVE
GROUP

The Cherry Cove Group, located in Lexington Park, is the owner of hotel,
residential and commercial businesses and properties located in St.
Mary’s and Harford counties and Baltimore City. Founded in 1977 under
the vision, leadership and entrepreneurial spirit of Mr. Tom Waring, The
Cherry Cove Group is a regional leader in the delivery of property
management and land development services. The Cherry Cove Group is
proud to contribute to the continuing success of the Juneteenth Festival.

The Cherry Cove Group
21027 Great Mills Road
Lexington Park, MD 20653

Direct Line: 240-718-3457
Fax: 301-863-5346
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FROM THE SHORES TO THE MOUNTAINS FROM THE BAY TO THE BELTWAY

& Independent Taxpayer Watchdog
@ Fraud, Waste, & Abuse Fighter

& Accountability Champion

@ Local Community First

& Procurement Oversight

@& Technology Integration

& Responsible Stewardship

@ Restore Public Trust

VoteSonyaDunn.com

Paid for By: Sonya Dunn for Maryland, Seaborn Carter, Treasurer



CENTER

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE OF MARYLAND

The SOMD Folklife Center is dedicated to support activities that identify,
document, or present the living cultural traditions of Maryland’s diverse
communities. Located at St. Mary's College of Maryland, the Center has offered
a variety of workshops and programs that showcase traditional art forms and
help to preserve the unique heritage of the Southern Maryland Region.

Ine provd forsponser The 9096
Quncteenth Cetebraion

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WORKSHOPS
Folow s f PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
www.somdfolklife.org, or scan the QR Code

Thanks to our m YY) v
- ST.MARY'S
@ : /

Community e YLK TR v COUNTY A HISTORIC o=—
Partners MBSAC ol wazviane ¢ )ARTS < ~ 27 ST.MARY's CITY




ST. MARY'S

@ COUNTY

COUNCIL

Frevd S}Mz&%’ of e 2026

How does the Arts Council make a
~ difference in our community?

~Arts Education Artist Art Grant

Funding Directory Scholarships Funding

Leonardtown Local Gallery Public Art

A&E District Spaces Q)
T
@)
Oo




Minority Outreach
Coalition

MINORITY OUTREACH COALITION

We applaud your continued leadership, dedication,
and unwavering commitment to uplifting our communities
and creating pathways to opportunity for all.

SALUTING -

UNETEENT

Honoring our history. Celebrating our resilience.
Building our future. Together.

*

EDUCATE « EMPOWER ¢ ENGAGE + ELEVATE
Stronger Communities. Brighter Futures. Freedom for All.
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