
Interpreting the 
Brome 
Plantation

Travis Parno
Dir. of Research and Collections



Agenda
1. Introductions

2. History of the Brome Plantation
a) Property History

b) HSMC Exhibit Development

c) The Property Today

3. Current Project Ideas

4. Q&A



Introduction

• What brought you here today?

• What is your interest in/connection to 

the history of this area?



1839: Inherited by Dr. John Mackall Brome

Property expansion: 2000 acres

Enslaved population: 30 (1840)  65 (Civil War)

History of the Brome Plantation





Brome House
Built ca. 1840
(photo ca. 1970)



Brome House
Built ca. 1840
(photo ca. 1909)



Brome 
Plantation 
(ca. 1860)



Print House 
excavations, 
showing 
single 
quarter 
foundations





1839: Inherited by Dr. John Mackall Brome

Property expansion: 2000 acres

Enslaved population: 30 (1840)  65 (Civil War)

1860-1865: Self-emancipation (“Left w Military”)

History of the Brome Plantation



Transcription of 
list of enslaved 
persons on St. 
Mary’s Manor 
(1867) – 1/2
From Brock “’all of us 
would walk together’” 
(2013)



Transcription of 
list of enslaved 
persons on St. 
Mary’s Manor 
(1867) – 2/2
From Brock “’all of us 
would walk together’” 
(2013)



USCT enlistment records 
(Alexander Gough and 
William Gross, St. Mary’s 
Manor)



1839: Inherited by Dr. John Mackall Brome

Property expansion: 2000 acres

Enslaved population: 30 (1840)  65 (Civil War)

1860-1865: Self-emancipation (“Left w Military”)

Post-Civil War: tenancy, improvements in dwellings, 
reduction of land holdings, failed railroad

History of the Brome Plantation



Transcription of 
residents of St. 
Mary’s Manor 
(1880) – 1/2
From Brock “’all of us 
would walk together’” 
(2013)



Transcription of 
residents of St. 
Mary’s Manor 
(1880) – 2/2
From Brock “’all of us 
would walk together’” 
(2013)



Duplex and single quarters, ca. 1890





History of the Brome Plantation
1839: Inherited by Dr. John Mackall Brome

Property expansion: 2000 acres

Enslaved population: 30 (1840)  65 (Civil War)

1860-1865: Self-emancipation (“property gone to the 
enemy”)

Post-Civil War: tenancy, improvements in dwellings, 
reduction of land holdings, failed railroad

1887: Brome dies, reduced property passes through 
family until 1980



History of the Brome Plantation
1839: Inherited by Dr. John Mackall Brome

Property expansion: 2000 acres

Enslaved population: 30 (1840)  65 (Civil War)

1860-1865: Self-emancipation (“property gone to the 
enemy”)

Post-Civil War: tenancy, improvements in dwellings, 
reduction of land holdings, failed railroad

1887: Brome dies, reduced property passes through 
family until 1980

1887-1960s: St. Mary’s Manor home to several families 
including Butlers and Milburns



Robert Butler 
(unconfirmed), 
ca. 1909



Duplex quarter, ca. 1915



HSMC Exhibit Development



Calvert House 
excavations, 
ca. 1980-1984



Brome-Howard 
House and 
reconstructed 
Calvert House 
foundations, ca. 
1984-1985



Moving the Brome-
Howard House, 
1994



Path of Brome-
Howard House 
relocation, 1994



Inn at Brome-
Howard, 2018



Duplex and single 
quarters, ca. 1890

Duplex quarter, ca. 1976



Struggle for 
Freedom 
Exhibit, 2018



Milburn descendants 
at Struggle for 
Freedom Exhibit 
opening, March 25, 
2018



Struggle for Freedom 
Exhibit floorplan



Brome-Howard House

Struggle for 
Freedom Exhibit

The Property Today



Brome-Howard House 
outbuildings, ca. 2022



Brome-Howard House

Struggle for 
Freedom Exhibit

The Property Today

Smokehouse and Dairy

Carriage House



Current Project Ideas
• Exterior interpretive signage ($3,000 seed grant funds)
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Current Project Ideas
• Exterior interpretive signage ($3,000 seed grant funds)

• Ghost frames to represent quarters



Brome-Howard House

Struggle for 
Freedom Exhibit

The Property Today

Smokehouse and Dairy

Carriage House



Current Project Ideas
• Exterior interpretive signage ($3,000 seed grant funds)

• Ghost frames to represent quarters

• Art piece/sculpture?



Current Project Ideas
• Exterior interpretive signage ($3,000 seed grant funds)

• Ghost frames to represent quarters

• Art piece/sculpture

• Combination/other thoughts?



Conclusion 
We believe the Brome Plantation interpretation can be expanded to better contextualize the Struggle 
for Freedom Exhibit.

The only way to successfully accomplish this is in partnership with those connected to the Brome 
Plantation’s story.

We hope you might be interested in being involved.



Q & A Travis.Parno@Maryland.gov



Get in touch: Travis.Parno@Maryland.gov


